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UNFPA, The United Nations Population Fund 

 occupied Palestinian territory

Country office
General Overview

Since its inception in the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt) in 1986 on project by project basis, the UNFPA Programme of Assistance to the Palestinian People commenced its first programme cycle in 1996 in three main themes: reproductive health, advocacy, and population and development strategies.  Currently, UNFPA is implementing its third programme cycle 2006 – 2009 with three main themes: Reproductive Health, Gender, and Population and Development. For more than twenty years of its work in the oPt, UNFPA contributed to the development of reproductive health strategies, upgraded the provision of services, contributed to building a national information system, and helped build the capacity of Palestinian Authority institutions and civil society. Another cornerstone of UNFPA’s work in oPt centers on better targeting its programmes to meet the emergency needs, while not overlooking congruence with the developmental plans (Palestinian Reform and Development Plan/PRDP) and frameworks (the Millennium Development Goals, the International Conference on Population and Development – Plan of Action ICPD/ PoA) to ensure sustainability. 
UNFPA Current Programme

UNFPA third programme cycle 2006-2009, is expected to achieve the following outputs:  

1. Improving accessibility to integrated, comprehensive, high-quality reproductive health services in 10 service delivery points in villages with restricted mobility; 39 Ministry of Health primary health care service delivery points; three women’s centers; and six hospitals;

2. Increasing accessibility of reproductive and sexual health information and counseling services for young people, with a special focus on the prevention of HIV/AIDS and STIs;

3. Increasing the national capacity of integrated population, gender and reproductive health into development and emergency planning processes;

4. Enhancing the national capacity to generate and utilize disaggregated data;

5. Enhancing the capacities of the Government and civil society organizations to empower women in community-building in six localities;

6. Building the technical and organizational capacities of the Ministry of Women’s Affairs and civil society organizations to institutionalize gender principles and human rights.
UNFPA Comparative Advantage

More than twenty years of its work in oPt, UNFPA has a significant experience in implementing programmes and specifically, enjoys significant capacity in the following areas: 

· UNFPA has a consolidated team of professionals working in programming (medicine, public health, advocacy, and gender), administration and finance.

· In addition to its main office in Jerusalem, the Fund has also two sub-offices in Ramallah/West Bank and the Gaza Strip.  
· Long-standing and positive relationship with Palestinian governmental and non-governmental institutions has enabled UNFPA to efficiently implement programmes and have built UNFPA credibility in managing programmes and projects. 

· UNFPA has a worldwide tested procurement system including long-term agreements for commodities and equipment that allows a quick and efficient procurement of supplies, drugs and equipment for women’s and infant’s health.
· A long programmatic experience in oPt, including emergency and humanitarian work, that is linked to the community level including emergency response mechanisms for safe motherhood, delivery and postpartum care.  
· Extensive outreach and experience in reaching out to communities in rural and urban areas using innovative communications-for-behavior-change.
· As part of the UN family, UNFPA is closely coordinating and will coordinate its efforts with other UN sister agencies for effective use of available resources.
UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, is an international development agency that promotes the right of every woman, man and child to enjoy a life of health and equal opportunity. UNFPA supports countries in using population data for policies and programmes to reduce poverty and to ensure that every pregnancy is wanted, every birth is safe, every young person is free of HIV/AIDS, and every girl and woman is treated with dignity and respect. 

UNFPA … because everyone counts
